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SENATE—Friday, February 18, 2005 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JOHN-
NY ISAKSON, a Senator from the State 
of Georgia. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God eternal, we are but transient 

creatures longing for permanence in 
the midst of mortality. Yet You made 
yourself known to us in countless 
ways. Give us faith to see beyond this 
life and embrace the hope of immor-
tality. 

Make each of us instruments of Your 
great providence as we strive to bring 
peace to those in conflict. So move 
that the work done by our Nation’s 
lawmakers brings the breaking of ar-
rows, the shattering of spears, and the 
cessation of conflict. God of the ages, 
slow our hectic lives so we may hear 
Your still small voice. 

And now Lord, as we prepare to 
honor Presidents Washington and Lin-
coln this coming weekend, we give You 
thanks for blessing this Nation with 
such faithful leaders. President Wash-
ington’s sacrificial service in a time of 
great need and President Lincoln’s 
courage in facing tragic obstacles re-
flect the wisdom that comes from an 
unwavering faith in Your sovereign 
grace. God bless this land. We pray in 
Your Holy Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JOHNNY ISAKSON led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, February 18, 2005. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JOHNNY ISAKSON, a 
Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. ISAKSON thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL 
ADDRESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senator from North Carolina, Mr. 
BURR, is designated to read Washing-
ton’s Farewell Address. 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I am hon-
ored today to take part in the Senate’s 
annual tradition of reading George 
Washington’s farewell address to the 
Nation. I am truly humbled to add my 
name to the list of Senators who have 
been privileged to read the address. 

The address, delivered by Washington 
in the form of an open letter to his fel-
low countrymen, appeared in news-
papers across our young Nation over 
200 years ago. Then, as now, we strug-
gle sometimes with Washington’s 
words. We debate meaning and we de-
bate intent, but perhaps our discourse 
is what Washington himself intended. 
Our independence and our freedom is, 
in fact, the source of our strength. 

I believe that the address is Presi-
dent Washington’s call for Americans 
to look beyond divisions and to gain 
strength in our unity of purpose. 

Washington’s Farewell Address to 
the people of the United States of 
America: 
To the people of the United States: 

FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS: The 
period for a new election of a citizen to 
administer the executive government 
of the United States being not far dis-
tant, and the time actually arrived 
when your thoughts must be employed 
in designating the person who is to be 
clothed with that important trust, it 
appears to me proper, especially as it 
may conduce to a more distinct expres-
sion of the public voice, that I should 
now apprise you of the resolution I 
have formed, to decline being consid-
ered among the number of those out of 
whom a choice is to be made. 

I beg you at the same time to do me 
the justice to be assured, that this res-
olution has not been taken without 
strict regard to all the considerations 
appertaining to the relation which 
binds a dutiful citizen to his country— 
and that, in withdrawing the tender of 
service which silence in my situation 
might imply, I am influenced by no 
diminution of zeal for your future in-
terest, no deficiency of grateful respect 
for your past kindness, but am sup-
ported by a full conviction that the 
step is compatible with both. 

The acceptance of, and continuance 
hitherto in the office to which your 
suffrages have twice called me have 
been a uniform sacrifice of inclination 
to the opinion of duty, and to a def-
erence for what appeared to be your de-

sire. I constantly hoped that it would 
have been much earlier in my power, 
consistently with motives which I was 
not at liberty to disregard, to return to 
that retirement from which I had been 
reluctantly drawn. The strength of my 
inclination to do this, previous to the 
last election, had even led to the prepa-
ration of an address to declare it to 
you; but mature reflection on the then 
perplexed and critical posture of our 
affairs with foreign nations, and the 
unanimous advice of persons entitled 
to my confidence, impelled me to aban-
don the idea. 

I rejoice that the state of your con-
cerns external as well as internal, no 
longer renders the pursuit of inclina-
tion incompatible with the sentiment 
of duty or propriety; and am persuaded, 
whatever partiality may be retained 
for my services, that in the present cir-
cumstances of our country you will not 
disapprove my determination to retire. 

The impressions with which I first 
undertook the arduous trust were ex-
plained on the proper occasion. In the 
discharge of this trust, I will only say 
that I have, with good intentions, con-
tributed towards the organization and 
administration of the government the 
best exertions of which a very fallible 
judgment was capable. Not unconscious 
in the outset of the inferiority of my 
qualifications, experience, in my own 
eyes, perhaps still more in the eyes of 
others, has strengthened the motives 
to diffidence of myself; and, every day, 
the increasing weight of years admon-
ishes me more and more that the shade 
of retirement is as necessary to me as 
it will be welcome. Satisfied that if 
any circumstances have given peculiar 
value to my services, they were tem-
porary, I have the consolation to be-
lieve that, while choice and prudence 
invite me to quit the political scene, 
patriotism does not forbid it. 

In looking forward to the moment 
which is intended to terminate the ca-
reer of my political life, my feelings do 
not permit me to suspend the deep ac-
knowledgment of that debt of gratitude 
which I owe to my beloved country for 
the many honors it has conferred upon 
me, still more for the steadfast con-
fidence with which it has supported me 
and for the opportunities I have thence 
enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable 
attachment by services faithful and 
persevering, though in usefulness un-
equal to my zeal. If benefits have re-
sulted to our country from these serv-
ices, let it always be remembered to 
your praise and as an instructive exam-
ple in our annals, that, under cir-
cumstances in which the passions agi-
tated in every direction were liable to 
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